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was at sea, and from about 3.30, when he was hotly engaged
with Beatty, he kept up a running fight moving southwards to
join hands with Scheer. There was the strange situation that
Jellicoe was not aware that the High Sea Fleet was at sea1 until
more than an hour later a wireless from Beatty., who had been
well served by one of his light cruisers, told of a second German
force coming up from the southward. Beatty turned north fol-
lowed on a parallel course by Hipper; Scheer was coming up
to join his cruisers, and counted on this junction of forces
resulting in the destruction of the British cruiser squadron, for
he too had no idea that the main force of his opponent was at
sea, and he realized it only shortly after six o'clock. In his
personal narrative of the battle he tells how it was then, that
as the British Dreadnoughts deployed into line, he saw out
ahead an array of great ships extending for miles, each end of
the line disappearing in the mist, and as they opened fire
the whole northern horizon seemed ablaze with gun-flashes.
Until darkness put an end to the general action that now
began, he was playing for safety, avoiding close action after the
first clash of the opposing fleets, but attempting mass attacks
with his numerous torpedo craft. Covered by long-range gun-
fire, they were twice sent against the British line, but the results
were disappointing. It was not difficult for a well-handled ship
to avoid the track of a torpedo as it slowed down at the end of
a long run, and in the British fleet only one ship was hit and
the damage was not serious. After the first attack, with the
light decreasing, and mist and remnants of smoke-screens drift-
ing on the sea, all sight of the German fleet was lost for a short
time. As darkness came on, Jellicoe decided that he would not
risk the confusion of a night-battle. He had interposed between
the enemy and his line of retreat to the passes of the coast mine-
fields, by which the Germans could return to their base. He
counted on having them at his mercy when he renewed the

1 He was misled by wireless messages from the Admiralty, sending him inter-
cepted German wireless from Cuxhaven which seemed to indicate that Scheer
with the main fleet was still at anchor in the Jahde. Apparently these were German
messages relaid at the land station, repeating, without indicating the fact, signals
from Scheer's flagship already out at sea.